Lymphatic fistula after vascular reconstruction: a case-control study.
A retrospective case-control study was carried out to assess the importance of lymphatic fistulas that develop after vascular reconstruction and to determine the risk factors associated with them. The authors compared 35 patients who had lymphatic fistula after vascular reconstruction with 70 control patients, taken from the same database. They found a significant difference between the two groups only in age and indication for surgery: lymphatic fistulas were more likely to develop in older patients and in patients who underwent aortobifemoral bypass for limb salvage rather than for claudication (p less than 0.05).